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1. AVID is a national college preparatory program designed to support students in the academic middle who may be the    first generation in their family to go to college.

2.  AVID is a systematic approach that supports Volusia County Schools’ Goal:  to increase student learning and achievement and to close the achievement gap.

3. The AVID Mission is to ensure that all students and especially the least served students in the middle (1)complete and succeed in a rigorous curriculum, (2)enter the mainstream activities in the school and (3)increase their enrollment in four-year universities, and become educated and responsible participants in a democratic society.

4.    In AVID we do a lot of collaborative/ cooperative learning.  Since some of our students are a lot more verbal than others we do Jigsawing quite often- one group becomes the expert and shares the info with the others as they take Cornell notes on whatever the subject matter is. 
5.    WHO QUALIFIES?   Students that have learning problems are not selected for AVID. To qualify students need to have been identified as having academic, leadership, and personal potential by parents, teachers, counselors, and students themselves. Students with the determination to participate in the program and the desire to go to college.  Students who have GPA between 2.0 and 3.0 and average test scores are selected.  Students that have a 1-2 in FCAT & PSAT Reading are enrolled in Intensive Reading to ensure their success. 
6. We give them their 3-inch binder, dividers; buy filler paper for them, pens, pencils and whatever other materials they need for their success in the class.  We do this for all AVID students therefore those that are truly economically disadvantaged do not feel singled out. AVID has limited funds therefore DONATIONS are WELCOMED! 
7. HOW DOES AVID BENEFIT THE STUDENT?  We Teach ORGANIZATION, TIME MANAGEMENT, STUDY SKILLS, PROFICIENCY IN CORNELL NOTE TAKING, WRITING, INQUIRY, WORKING WITH OTHERS, READING, PUBLIC SPEAKING, RESPECT and TOLERANCE!  Students are supported weekly by tutors who are college students trained as learning coaches. Students have guest speakers, participate in volunteer activities and go on field trips to universities and businesses.
8. We complete a learning survey the first couple of weeks and each student graphs his or her learning style.  As a follow-up assignment they record how their teachers in each of their other classes teach and whether those teaching styles meet their individual needs or not.  If the teacher’s teaching method does not suit the type of learner the AVID student is, then it is up to the AVID student to adapt his/her Cornell notes from that class to his/ her best learning style.
9. Weekly progress reports, teacher e-mails, classroom visitation

10. Student Action Plan:  Teachers e-mail us about Avid student’s progress, behavior problem, lack of motivation, and/or assignments not completed, 2 copies are then printed.  On copy is given to the student as he/ she walk in or is placed on their desk.  There is a cover sheet attached to the E-mail.  It is called a Student Action Plan (SAP).  The Avid student has to answer the following three questions about the E-mail:  (1) What is the problem?  (2) What’s causing the problem? (3) What plan will you use to solve the problem?  To answer these three questions the students must use the word I.  These SAPs are completed for home-work; there is an area for the student signature and another one for the parents to sign.  Parents must not only sign the SAP after the student has filled it out but also the E-mail sent by the teacher.  The Avid students return the SAPs the following day.  
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Lyvia Y. Moll

AVID:  ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION - "All learning depends on respecting the dignity of the learner"

Bldg. 9-203  Ext. 23399
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